Setting up Your ImageMatch™ Job for
Memory Mates or Class Pictures

When shooting a sports job, one of the most common products that is offered are “memory mates” where the individual athlete’s photo and a photo of their team are printed on a single service item.  Also, offering a class picture to each student is common.

ImageMatch™ has a feature that will uniquely identify class or team pictures and then efficiently associate them with the individual students or athletes that belong to each class or team so that you can print service items that contain both the individual and group photo.

You will need to make sure you set up your database so that the “Group Pictures” function of ImageMatch™ works properly.  
First, make sure that all of your group photos have a “G” in the criteria field.  This identifies them as a group photo.  
Second, make sure that the group photo has information that will link them to the individual subjects.  For teams, that information is typically the team name and the coach name, both entered into the corresponding fields.  For class photos, it is usually the teacher name and the grade, or homeroom.  
You will need to make sure each subject that “belongs” to a particular group photo has the identical data in their team/coach or teacher/grade fields.  For example, if you have a team “Blue Jays” and a coach name of “Jones” for the group photo, you will need to make sure the athletes on that team have that information in their team and coach fields as well, typed exactly the same.

Once you are in the Group Pictures screen, you will need to tell it what field you are using to identify the group photos.  As you can see, any field can be used for indicating the group, but we have chosen the Criteria field, so select Criteria from the The Group Identifier drop down.  The “Value” we entered into that field was “G.”  

Next, you will need to tell ImageMatch™ what fields to use for “Group Naming.”  These are the fields discussed above that contain information that both the group photo and the associated individuals have in their data (ie, team name and coach).  

To the right of the naming section is the “Group Saving” section where you will need to select a field in which to save the new group photo jpeg information.  It is recommended that you select “Custom8” for this option (not custom1 as shown in the example). 

Once you have those options selected, click the “Flag Groups” button in the top center of the screen.  You will see a message saying how many group photos were found.  Click ok. 
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Next, click “Show Groups” to see the group images.  You will see in the example the 10 group images that had a ‘G’ in the criteria field.  If the images need to be rotated, select the rotation option in the upper right.
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Note:  Each group image is named with the two Group Name fields that were specified in the “Group Naming” section.  In our example that was “teamname” and “coach” (i.e. Cubs_Jim_Barker.jpg and Diamondbacks_Buck_Webb.jpg).  That new jpg number also is populated into the Custom 8 field for the individual athletes or students once the “Save Groups” button is clicked.
If there is more than one group photo for each team/coach or teacher/grade combo, then a red box will show up around the duplicates.  Before we can continue, we have to select one of the two group pictures that we don’t want to use and mark it as a duplicate by holding down the F2 key and left clicking on it.  A blue box appears around the image marked as a duplicate. By pressing the Show Groups button again, after the duplicate is marked, the remaining group photos will be displayed and there will no longer be any red boxes around any group images on the screen.

We are now ready to associate the unique group images with the individual athletes or students. The Save Groups button adds the name of each group image to every individual athlete’s data record in the ImageMatch™ job. The field selected in “Group Saving” is the field that will contain the name of the group images.  Once the Save Groups button is clicked, the following message will be displayed:
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Note: When the Group Pictures feature is exited after having identified the groups, each group image is marked with a yellow box around it.

You have now successfully set up your job to enable creation of memory mate services or class photos that will print with the packages or through Pro Services.
One last item that you will need to know is that in order for your group/class photo to show up in your service, you will need to tell Pro Services to process the group photos.  To do this follow these directions:

Open the service you want to put a group photo in

Click on File>Service Setup

Click on the Process tab

On the top of this tab, you need to click the box next to “Process Group Images for Printing.”
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